The Lectureship Fund

The Morris Katz Lectureship wis made possible by
the establishment of an Endowment Fund created
through contributions from his family, his friends,
hig colleagues, private companies, universities and’
government. It is intended that this lectureship
suppon of this year’s lecture have been made by:

Alr & Waste Management Association

Canadian Institute for Research
in Atmaspheric Chemistry
Centre for Atmespheric Chemistry
(York University)

Ontario Ministry of the Environment and
Energy

If you share in Morris Katz’ enthusiasm and
commitment to having a cleaner environment,
please make a contribution to support this ongoing
educational activity. Send your contribution in care
of:

The Morris Katz

Memorial Lectureship

Centre for Atmospheric Chemistry
York University

4700 Keele Street

North York, Ontario

M3J 1P3

For information:
Carol Francis
(416) 736-5410
or

Fax: 736-5411
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Professor Lawrence Grossman

University Distinguished Service Professor
of Biochemistry
Johns Hopkins University

“Molecular Factors Affecting
Persistence of DNA Damage:
Consequences to Human Populations”

11 April 1994
4:00 p.m.
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York University
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Lawrence Grossman is The University Distinguished
Service Professor of Biochemistry of the Johns
Hopkins University School of Hygiene and Public
Health in Baltimore. He received a B.S. degree in
Chemistry from Hofstra University in 1949, a Ph.D. in
Biochemistry from the University of Southern
California in 1954 and went on a post-doctoral
fellowship at the Johns Hopkins University. He
assisted in the development of the Biochemistry
Department at Brandeis University in 1957 and rose to
the rank of Professor before assuming the E.V.
McCollum Chair at the Johns Hopkins University in
1975.

Professor Grossman has focused his early research
efforts on the chemical basis of chemical snd UV
induced mutagenesis in bacteria and bacteria) viruses,
He established the first in vitro replicating,
transcribing and translational sysiems for studying the
effects of DNA damage in information transfer. These
studies were extended in correlational attempts 1o
quantitate the exient and nature of damage induced
mutations, It was because of the loss of damaged
nucleotides from DNA that he swiwched his atention

to studying those bacterial and eucaryotic enzymes
participating in the surveillance and repair of damaged
sites in genetic material.

Both single and multiprotein repair systems have been
characterized whose genes have been cloned, their
gene products amplified and the purified protein
systems systematically characterized revealing
intrinsically novel biochemical mechanisms. The
insights gained as a result of a scientific commitment
to DNA repair have been extended to examine the role
of DNA repair in tumor progression. The first human
population studies have clearly implicated DNA repair
as a causal factor in skin cancer and has established
the role of DNA repair during the aging process.

He has received the Merit award from the National
Institute of General Medical Sciences in 1989, the
Emest Stebbins Medal for Public Health Education
and was an awardee of Burroughs Wellcome, the
Guggenheim Foundation, and the Commonwealth
Fund. He served in an advisory capacity to the
American Cancer Society and the National Institutes
of Health in Biochemistry. He represented the
International Union of Biochemistry to the National
Academy of Sciences.

The Lectureship

To recognize and pay tribute to Morris Katz’
contribution to Environmental Science Research in
Canada, and to follow through on his initiative in
promoting a cleaner environment, his friends and
colleagues have established the Morris Katz Memorial
Lectureship. This lectureship involves an annual
lecture to be presented by an international leading
figure in Environmental Research. The lecture is open
to the general public.



